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Synopsis

A collection of lyrics and autobiographical commentary by singer Mark Lanegan, with a preface by
John Cale and a foreword by MobyWith a voice that Pitchfork has called "as scratchy as a three-day
beard yet as supple and pliable as moccasin leather," former Screaming Trees and Queens of the
Stone Age vocalist Mark Lanegan draws frequent comparisons to masters like Nick Cave and
Leonard Cohen. Lanegan’s voice is one of the most distinct and recognizable in rock, but his talents
aren’t limited to his vocal skills. Lanegan’s lyrics are on par with the best of them, exploring with
Blake-like insight the stark and scorched emotional terrain that exists somewhere beyond sadness,
addiction, trauma, and spiritual longing.With a body of work that now includes seven albums with
the Screaming Trees, eleven acclaimed solo albums, three albums of duets with Belle and
Sebastian’s Isobel Campbell (including the Mercury Prize-shortlisted Ballad of the Broken Seas),
and collaborative albums and singles with the likes of Queens of the Stone Age, Moby, Soulsavers,
Twilight Singers, and countless others, Mark Lanegan occupies a singular space in rock music.Now,
for the first time ever, the reclusive singer presents a comprehensive look at his lyrics, the stories
behind them, and the making of his albums. | Am the Wolf is a rare and candid glimpse into the

inner workings and creative process of a legend.
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Customer Reviews

"The pages echo with the resonant hum of a life teetering on the edge of the abyss."--Tom Hansen,

author of American Junkie "Mark Lanegan’s body of work is one of the most significant, impressive,



and criminally underappreciated accomplishments in the history of modern songwriting. His darkly
beautiful lyrics are thrilling to hear and thrilling to read. The lyrics are interspersed by sharply drawn
and at times morbidly funny prose accounts of the context and circumstances surrounding the
writing, tantalizing peeks at a long, hard road. Buy the records. Listen to the music. Read this
book."--Anthony Bourdain, author of Appetites and Kitchen Confidential "Mark Lanegan--primitive,
brutal, and apocalyptic. What's not to love?"--Nick Cave, author of The Sick Bag Song and The
Death of Bunny Munro "I have heard many great vocalists. Mark Lanegan is a great singer. His
words and songs have traveled with me. And carried me."--Dave Gahan, Depeche Mode "Mark is
deep as a well. His words carry the weight of cities, nights, and oceans."--Henry Rollins, Rollins
Band, Black Flag, author of Get in the Van "An artistic vision as pure as his voice."--Greg Dulli, The
Afghan Whigs, The Twilight Singers, The Gutter Twins "A fascinating journey through the works of
one of music’s great wordsmiths"--Peter Hook, Joy Division and New Order, author of Substance
and Unknown Pleasures "I Am the Wolf will give Mark Lanegan fans a first-ever glimpse into the
brilliant mind behind Mark’s lyrics; chapters written with the smart economy of wordage we are used
to from him in song, but with a humor and candor that many will see here for perhaps the first time.
As a fan of great scribes such as Cormac, Ernest H., and Gay Talese, this book will go to the top
shelf of my home library."--Duff McKagan, Guns N’ Roses, author of It's So Easy and How to Be a
Man

Mark Lanegan released his first solo album, The Winding Sheet, in 1990. His most recent album is

Gargoyle. Lanegan lives in Los Angeles.

This book offers some insights into different periods of Lanegans life during the times he produced
different albums, "some" but that’s cool, he doesn’t owe any of us a sacrifice of his privacy. | just
really wish he had touched on his sobriety. The fact that he was eventually able to break from his
addictions is the thing | respect most about him outside of his music, it may even help others who
are struggling with the same issues. Such is life.lt is nice to have a definitive book of his lyrics as |
have wondered what some of them were, especially A Song While Waiting, what is he saying?? And
Kingdoms of Rain, | always thought the line went "l loved you somewhat" rather than "l loved you so

long" | guess I'm not the romantic he is. So no regrets in buying this book, thanks Mark.

This is a beautiful poetry book of Mark’s lyrics, but not much else. The "writings" are 1-1.5 pages per

album of Mark reflecting what was going on in his life at the time of recording, and a couple of tid



bits about the songs. ( Not one word about PJ Harvey singing on Bubblegum. Maybe there’s a story
there? You think?) The personal thoughts were insightful about his life, but left me wanting so much
more. | hope he writes an autobiography one day.
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